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Apri l  24,  2024, wil l  go down as a great day in Skwlāx te Secwepemcú l̓ ecw
history.   Band members were joined by leaders from various First Nations

and non-First Nations governments,  partners,  supporters and the media to
celebrate the opening of “Dancing Fawn I I”- the f irst  of  four new subdivisions

created in the wake of the 2023 Bush Creek East Wildfire.   Here are some
photos from the “Welcome Back” event.
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MESSAGE FROM HOUSING CHAIR-
COUNCILOR JENNY JOHN

Waytk! I  have been in this posit ion by acclamation since March 22,  2024, and was immediately
sworn in after the nomination meeting and started on Monday, March 25,  2024. My parents are

Helen John (Anthony) and late father Narcisse John (Mousie).  I  have three children,  Devon Pearson,
Darian,  and Bruce Jackson and one granddaughter,  Nova Rose Pearson. My sibl ings are Andrea

John, Craig John, David John, Roberta Bungay, Doug Anthony, Kel ly John, Les Anthony, Chris
Anthony, and late brother Kevin John.

My education background includes events and convention management diploma from TRU and
then laddered into the Bachelor Tourism Management program, and eventually moving into the

EMBA, Indigenous Business Leadership at Simon Fraser University which I  graduated in 2020.

Prior to getting into leadership,  I  ran my own business Be Inspired! Events Planning which I  took on
various event planning contracts within Secwepemulucw. Since getting into leadership,  I  have

ended all  of  my contracts I  had in place to be in this posit ion ful l  t ime. I  have a space in Chase in
which my mom has taken over the Be Inspired Boutique (Women’s gently used clothing) which I  am

super proud of her to explore the world of entrepreneurship!

Since my short t ime in this seat t i l l  now, I  have been busy with catching up, and getting informed,
and updated on many items and topics including housing and education.  Previously,  I  sat on the

housing and education committees.  I t  has been extremely busy but I  am so excited for this
opportunity to learn.  I  have been busy and starting to read documents,  and policies which I  know

wil l  be ongoing for a while,  so I  am knowledgeable and educated the best of my abil it ies on our
bands policies and procedures,  to make informed and educated decisions.

I  look forward to working with our community at this level .  I  am super honored to be a part of
leadership,  for the f irst  t ime to have two women on council .  I  know Kukpi7 James Tomma and
Councilor Dawn Francois have a lot of ski l ls and strengths that I  can also learn from and can

contribute my education and experience to a strong Skwlāx team!



CRAIG DUCK-CHIEF 
EDUCATION MGR/POST

SECONDRY

BEVERLY TOMMA
K-12,

COORDINATOR,MEMBERSHIP

COUNCILLOR REPORT-DAWN
FRANCOIS

FRESH NEW SPRING VIBES IN THE AIR! REGROWTH, BABY ANIMALS BEING BORN, NEW BABY BAND MEMBERS AND
NEW BAND STAFF ARE ALL WELCOMED! WE ARE SLOWLY YET CONSISTENTLY MOVING THROUGH OUR WILDFIRE
SITUATION OF LAST YEAR. THE NEW SECOND DANCING FAWN SUBDIVISION WILL BE OPEN SOON! (NEW NAME

TO BE DETERMINED).  

WE NEED TO BE PREPARED THAT OUR LANDSCAPE WILL LOOK DIFFERENT QUITE QUICKLY,  IT WILL LOOK BARREN.
WE HAVE 9 CUT BLOCKS SCHEDULED TO REMOVE THE BURNED TREES AND FALLEN TREES.  PLEASE BE READY AND
WE WILL SHARE INFO FOR THE REPLANTING OF OUR TREES,  PLANTS, AND MEDICINE AT A FUTURE UPDATE BAND

MEETING.

UPDATE:  WE ARE PLANNING A HUGE FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT TO COMMEMORATE OUR 1ST YEAR ANNIVERSARY
OF THE FIRE.  WE HAVE HIRED AN EVENTS COORDINATOR TO SUPPORT US WITH PLANNING. HER NAME IS ELENA
MARKIN. THE EVENT WILL TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 18TH, 2024, AT THE QUAAOUT LODGE OUTSIDE.  WE
HAVE LOTS PLANNED THAT INCLUDE A COMMUNITY WALK AND SMUDGING OF MOST AREAS, SPEAKERS, FOOD,

ACTIVITIES,  AND A GOLF TOURNAMENT. PLEASE REFER TO THE POSTER IN THE NEWSLETTER.

THE 2024/2025 BUDGETS WILL BE DONE BY MAY 2024 WHICH IS AWESOME, WE HAVE A NEW ACCOUNTING
SYSTEM CALLED XYNTAX THAT WILL PROVIDE FASTER AND MORE EFFICIENT WORK PATHS. WE HAVE

REORGANIZED OUR KUKPI7 AND COUNCIL PORTFOLIOS SINCE JULIE JOHN HAS COME ABOARD. 
WE ARE REVIEWING AND CHANGING OUR FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION LAW TO PROVIDE STRONGER

GOVERNANCE AND PROCEDURES FOR THE COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS TO FOLLOW, IT WAS CREATED
IN 2019 AND SITUATIONS HAVE CHANGED, AND WE NEED TO REFLECT ON THESE NEW SITUATIONS. 

THE WELLNESS CENTRE HAS PASSED NEW POLICIES FOR COMPASSIONATE CARE MEDICAL CRISIS,
COMPASSIONATE CARE CELEBRATION OF LIFE,  CELEBRATION OF LIFE POLICY,  RECREATION FUND POLICY,  AND

BAND MEMBER ASSISTANCE POLICY (NOT SOCIAL ASSISTANCE, WHICH IS DIFFERENT).  PLEASE CALL DOMINA OR
JENNIFER AT THE WELLNESS FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION.

WE ARE PLANNING SOME BAND WIDE REFERENDUMS TO BE IMPLEMENTED LATER THIS YEAR. THE POLICIES TO BE
REVIEWED AND PASSED ARE THE ELECTION CODE, BAND MEMBERSHIP CODE AND LAND DESIGNATION. WE WILL

KEEP YOU UPDATED ON THESE PLANS.

WE’D LIKE TO WELCOME OUR NEW INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR ADMINISTRATION PILLAR,  ZACH PARKER,
HE COMES WITH A WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE, DROP BY,  AND SAY WAYTK TO HIM.

KUKSTAMC AND I  LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL AT THE NEXT UPDATE MEETING, IF  YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME.





RAPID HOUSING



Dancing Fawn II

North Sub  II



Skwlāx te Secwepemcúl̓ecw 
Job Fair-April 26-27, 2024 

Attendance was strong as a two-day job fair was held at Quaaout Lodge

CONGRATULATIONS TO STES BAND MEMBER JEAN
SCHOENHALZ WHO WON A GIFT CERTIFICATE TO THE LE7KE

SPA AT QUAAOUT LODGE.
SHE ENTERED A DRAW AT THE JOB FAIR.
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RECOVERY MANAGER-
ANDREA STELTER REPORT
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Scwicw (yellow avalanche lily) and Skwekwíne (spring beauty)
potatoes coming up around Skwlax   (photos: Libby Jay

Chisholm)
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SKWLAX  GAS STATION RE-BUILD 

    As anyone who has driven by the site recently can
see, the Temporary Chevron Station is getting closer to
opening! The canopy over the pumps is up and yes, it is

starting to look like a Gas Station.
The infrastructure work is all complete.

This site has electricity. Water, sewer, and Internet.
We are currently receiving coolers, freezers and other

in-store equipment, daily.
Staffing is for the most part in place.

There is still a lot to do but we will be open before the
May long weekend.

By John Anderson
Skwlax Chevron Manager
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Cleanup of Wildfire ravaged homes on Little Shuswap Lake Road
intensified in April near the Skwlāx te Secwepemcúl̓ecw band office

and fire hall.

 RE-BUILD OF BURNT OUT HOMES 
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Skwlāx Wellness Center
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CULTURAL HERITAGE
DEPARTMENT
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

  Things have been busy.   I  am happy to be able to help community as the
needs arise.

• Intake and updates for community members uti l iz ing Income Assistance
is continuous.

• I  created and sent out a needs assessment to Income assistance cl ients.   
This assessment can be answered by any community member.   Al l  the

information shared wil l  be kept confidential  and anonymous.
• I  wil l  be creating and circulating more needs assessments.

• It  is  important that your contact information and f i les are kept up to
date.

• I  hope to hear from more community members.

Please feel  free to connect with me.
 My email  address:  Claudette.Bi l ly@skwlaxwellness.com or phone: 250-

819-1951 

CLAUDETTE BILLY,  B.S.W.,  B.S.D.W.
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT MANAGER



TAMMY THOMAS 
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OUTLAND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
PROGRAM 2024

"Please Note:  P ickup location is Kamloops.  Part icipants must arrange their
own transportation and be prepared to work away from home for July and

August.  Camp duration is six weeks,  with f lexible start and end dates. "

For more information,  please scan the bar code on the poster with the
camera app on your cel l  phone (cl ick the appearing l ink) or email

oyep@dexterra.com. 
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STES WELLNESS PILLAR
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STES WELLNESS PILLAR





STES JOB POSTINGS
 

 (photo: Jason Kwan: Federal Indigenous Services Ministry )



TALKING ROCK OPEN !  

Talking Rock Golf Resort opened for the 2024 season on
Wednesday April 17th. For the most part, the golf course

was unscathed from the Bush Creek Wildfire.







Eminence Organics Spring Facial
250 679-3018 spa@quaaoutlodge.com

Book this amazing Facial  designed specif ically for your skin $190.00 and
receive a ful l-size Eminence Cleanser and Mist to take home. (That’s a

$30 Savings)

Or just book an Eminence facial  for $100.00 ($20.00 Savings)
60 min Shuswap Relaxation Massage - $100. couples 60 min - $200.
90 min Shuswap Relaxation Massage - $145. couples 90 min - $290.

April Features



CONTACT LIST

 (photo: Larry Read )

“WHEN YOU
HAVE A
DREAM-

YOU’VE GOT
TO GRAB IT
AND NEVER
LET IT GO”

-CAROL BURNETT


